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employment.'l t Not a single night," wrote another informant,
* has past for this last week in the part of the barony of Raphoe
which is near Letterkenny, unmarked by outrage. Every
house, with a few exceptions, in the parishes of Kay and Leek,
has been plundered of their arms and pewter; and what makes
the matter more awful, no argument can induce anyone who
has been robbed, to give the slightest hint that may lead to the
discovery of the marauders. Nay., their conduct rather argues
an easy satisfaction at the loss, than a wish to recover the arms
and bring the ruffians to justice/ 2

From Strabane, which was in the adjoining county of
Tyrone, a Scotch colonel writes, c Unless speedy measures are
adopted to separate the soldiery from the inhabitants, the most
fatal consequences are to be apprehended, . . . scattered as
they are through the houses of the inhabitants, who are com-
pletely organised to overthrow the Government of the country.5
He states that the most assiduous efforts were being made to
seduce the soldiers^ that the area of disaffection, was increasing
with the greatest rapidity,, and that, either through fear or
through a desire to be on good terms with the people, the magis-
trates were shamefully supine. Through the system of terror,
he says, * which has in this country unbounded influence,' c the
civil power is becoming totally destitute of energy.3 United
Irishmen, who demand arms, are never resisted. He had
arrested sonic plunderers wearing, like the. old Whiteboys,
white shirts over their dress. It is c most indispensably neces-
sary/ he thinks, c to proclaim the whole of the North of Ireland
without loss of time/ 3

A melancholy letter soon followed, written from Deny by the
Earl of Cavan, describing the murder of the courageous magis-
trate in Donegal. Dr. Hamilton had been from home for some
days on business, and on his return lie stopped at the house of
a clergyman named Waller, who, like himself, had been a fellow
of Trinity College, and who was now the rector of a parish half-
way between Deny and Letterkenny, and six miles from Raphoe.
In the evening he was sitting playing cards with the family of

1  LS.P.O.   This letter was written     * State of the Barony of Ilaphoe.'

on Feb. 1.                                                 * Colonel James   Lcith,   Feb.   7,
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